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Mr. Chairman 

          I have the honour to speak on behalf of the African Group on Agenda item 151: 

financing for the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in 

the Central African Republic (MINUSCA) for the period from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 

2015. 

The African Group wishes to thank Mr. Chandru Ramanathan, Officer In-Charge, of the 

Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts as well as Mr. Carlos Ruiz 

Massieu the Chair of the Advisory Committee for introducing respective reports on this 

important agenda item. 

At the outset, the African Group would like to register our serious concern on the late 

submission of the documentation related to this important agenda item. The Group 

strongly urges the Secretary General to take urgent measures to address this situation 

that continues to impact negatively the quality of our deliberation and decision-making 

processes. 

 

Mr. Chairman 

     The African Group recalls that by its resolution 2149 (2014), the Security Council 

established MINUSCA for an initial period until 30 April 2015 that, by its resolution 

68/299, the General Assembly apportioned among Member States the amount of $ 59.6 

million for the period of 10 April to 30 June, 2014. The Group also recalls that by the 

same resolution, the Assembly authorized the Secretary-General to enter into 

commitments, with assessment, in the amount of $253.4 million for the period from 1 

July to 31 December 2014, pending the submission of the budget. 

The African Group has also taken note of the development related to the delivery of the 

Mission’s mandate since its inception, including those related to the deployment of 

uniformed personnel and transfer of activities from MISCA to MINUSCA as well as 

transfer of assets, personnel, infrastructure from BINUCA to MINUSCA which 

provided an initial operational capacity to the mission. 

The African Group has further noted with interest that the Mission has identified three 

key interconnected and mutually reinforcing objectives on which it will base its 



activities for the 2014/15 period namely (i) security, protection of civilians and human 

rights; (ii) support to the political process, reconciliation and elections; and (iii) 

restoration and extension of state authority. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

     With regard to the information on the financial performance for the period of 10 

April to 30 June, 2014 with expenditures amounted to US$ 59.2 million. The Group has 

taken note on the information for the current period. 

Turning to the to the proposed budget, the African Group welcomes and supports the 

Secretary-General's proposal in the amount of US$628.7 million for the period of 1 July, 

2014 to 30 June 2015. 

The Group will be interested to learn in detail the implementation of the planned 

activities including those related to facilities and infrastructure, recruitments including 

of national personnel, implementation of quick impact projects, capacity building and 

support to the national authorities.  

We stress on the importance of building facilities and infrastructure that are in 

compliance with United Nations standards. 

We would also like to seek clarification on the support from Logistic Base on the start-

up phase including on the issues related to ICT support to the Mission during our 

informal consultations. 

In respect of the budgetary methodology, the African Group also concurs with 

observations of the Advisory Committee that regardless of the methodology used to 

formulate the budget proposals, the process should not lead to underestimate the 

resource requirements. The Group trusts that Secretary– General will continue to 

address many discrepancies, observed under several individual budget items in this 

current proposal and looks forward to receiving updated information in this regard in 

the context of future deliberations. 

 

Mr. Chairman 

     In conclusion, the African Group would like to assure you of our continued readiness 

to engage in constructive deliberations during the informal consultations with the aim 

of finalizing this item as quickly as possible. 

 

I thank you. 

 


